
Good Evening Sand Hill Elementary parents!  This is Michelle Corless, Principal of Sand Hill 
Elementary with some important information regarding Open House on August 3, 2020.  Open 
House will be handled quite differently this year at each level.    Elementary schools worked 
closely with our board office to develop a plan that would allow one parent or guardian from 
every household to attend Open House if they choose to do so.  The Open House schedule will 
be spread out during the course of the entire day on Monday, August 3rd.  While this is not 
ideal for families where both parents work, please understand that we have guidelines that we 
must adhere to for everyone’s safety.  In addition, every teacher will have a video of themselves 
on their personal school webpage that can be viewed from home if you are unable to attend in 
person at your designated time. Teacher videos will be posted by Sunday night, August 2nd. 
There will not be any “booths” set up or areas for you to visit like you have seen in the past.  We 
will have school shirts for sale in a “drive-thru” format on our bus ramp.  You will need to drive 
through this area if you plan to purchase t-shirts or spirit masks.  We will accept cash and 
checks only.  The price for school shirts is  $12.00 and spirit masks will be $5.00.   We will also 
have our “car-rider number station” on the bus ramp.  If you need to get a car-rider number for 
afternoon pick-ups, this will be the time to do so.  We do not allow walk-ups at dismissal time, so 
please plan accordingly.   While inside of the building, we can not congregate or visit as we 
have done in the past.  The purpose of Open House is to see your child’s teacher and know 
where the classroom is located.  As usual, it is not a time to conference with the teacher, but we 
believe it makes a difference for young children to see their teacher (in person or virtually) prior 
to the first day of school.  Because parents will not be allowed at all to walk children into the 
building this year, we encourage you to come with your child to Open House this year if 
possible.  This is especially important for Pre-K, Kindergarten, and new students to our building. 
Please review the schedule very carefully so that you can plan accordingly.  Just to be clear, 
Open House is only for students who have chosen the “traditional” school option.  Students who 
have chosen the virtual option will be sent more information in a couple of weeks. 
 
August 3, 2020  Open House Schedule 
 
9:00 AM-12:00 PM 
Grade Levels:   1st, 3rd, 5th 
9am -10am-- Last names A-I 
10am -11am- Last names J-R 
11am-12pm- Last names S-Z 
 
2:00 PM- 5:00 PM 
Grade Levels:  Kindergarten, 2nd, 4th 
2pm -3pm-- Last names A-I 
3pm - 4pm-- Last names J-R 
4pm- 5pm-- Last names S-Z 
 



5:00 PM- 7:00 PM 
Grade Level:  PreK 
5pm-6pm-- Last names A-M 
6pm-7pm-- Last names N-Z 
 

 
Notes: 

● Only one parent/guardian is allowed to attend Open House per child.  
● All adults and students entering the building MUST wear masks to Open House. Masks are 

optional for students during the regular school day, but not for Open House.  If wearing the mask 
is a problem for you, we ask that you choose the virtual option for viewing Open House on the 
teacher’s website. 

● We also ask that each adult bring his/her own pen to Open House.  This will help tremendously. 
● For families with more than one child: They will be allowed to attend multiple times if they choose 

to do so. Otherwise, we will encourage them to attend their youngest child’s Open House time (or 
the grade level of their choosing). They can choose to watch their other children’s teacher’s Open 
House video.  Can one parent/guardian attend with one child while the other parent/guardian 
attends with another? Absolutely, just as long as they are not together in the same classroom. 

● Each teacher will record a video of themselves giving a brief introduction, a snapshot of the 
classroom, go over necessary information, etc., and will have it posted on their teacher webpage 
the evening BEFORE our Open House.  

● We will not have ANY outside organizations in our school buildings during Open House with the 
exception of “for sale” items. These will be located on the bus ramp at the back of the school. 
You must drive your vehicle through this area to buy t-shirts and spirit masks.  You can also pick 
up car-rider numbers when you drive through this area if you need one. 

● As another safety precaution, we ask that you exit the building through the double doors at the 
end of your child’s hallway.  This will eliminate traffic coming back through our cafeteria area 
while other parents are waiting to enter.  

● Bus transportation MUST BE HANDLED ONLINE. You will have to have your student ID number 
to register for transportation.  You can go to www.effinghamcountyschools.com and click on the 
transportation tab to register. 

● If you do not have a parent portal account or if you need your password reset, a link on our 
school website will be available on August 2 to get this information from Glenda Caldwell, our 
data clerk.  You may also call the school and speak with her at 728-5112. 

● Remember that how children get home from school is the most important information we need 
from you at Open House. It will also be critical that we have updated phone numbers so that we 
can reach you immediately if your child becomes sick at school. 

 
I realize this is a tremendous amount of information, so please review it carefully.  I will be sending out 
more detailed information about how traditional school will be handled at Sand Hill Elementary this 
upcoming school year.  I am thanking you all in advance for your patience and understanding.  Please 
know that every decision made in our school is for the safety of both students and staff at its forefront. 
Also, if you were unable to watch the live stream presentation from Thursday night’s board meeting, I 
highly encourage you to do so.  Dr. Ford  and the Central Office Team’s presentation provided valuable 
information for parents.  Thank you for supporting Sand Hill Elementary and have a great evening. 
 

http://www.effinghamcountyschools.com/

